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Click here for our COMPARED TO LAST YEAR section of our WSI forecast.  
See how this year stacks up against last year.   

 
NEW FEATURE HEADLINES:  

1) Our WSI predicts the greatest duck migration of the season to date in the coming week in the Mississippi 

and Atlantic Flyways.  

2) Migration will be greatest in the Mississippi Flyway with a WSI great enough to even make mallards start to 

move south. 

3) In the Atlantic Flyway, early season migrants are expected to start to decline in the Great Lakes region as 

they move in abundance southward. 

4)  The WSI is not great enough in the coming week to cause changes in abundances of mallards available to 

hunters in the Atlantic Flyway.  

WEATHER OVERVIEW: Our 21 October DUCK MIGRATION FORECAST prediction of a switch in early-

November to colder temperatures across the Atlantic Flyway manifests in the coming week. While the northern and 

mid-Mississippi Flyway had seasonal temperatures to date, the Atlantic Flyway temperatures have remained above 

normal through the end of October. The summer and autumn Arctic signal of low ice cover and resulting high 

snow accumulation at northern latitudes provides substantial opportunities for cold outbreaks in the coming week 

and throughout the northern hemisphere winter. However, global temperatures remain warm and continue to 

forecast geographically located low- and high-pressure systems throughout autumn-winter 2019-2020 that are likely 

to result in mild temperatures in the eastern US, especially in the Atlantic Flyway. As such, we do not think this 

week’s coming cold temperatures are a signal of a long-continued cold. Rather, the cold is likely a representation of 

a short-lived seasonal pressure-system response of low summer Arctic sea ice that led to an early advance of autumn 

snow cover in the northern hemisphere, and in following, will be tempered by generally warm global temperatures 

during winter 2019-2020.  Simply, we don’t expect the cold during the coming period to continue throughout the 

2019-2020 winter, especially for the Atlantic Flyway.  

The coldest weather of the season will occur this week throughout the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways beginning 

on Thursday and Friday nights, respectively and continue through the weekend in most areas. The potential for 

snow at northern and mid-latitudes exists throughout the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways, but with little 

accumulation in most locales.  

WEEKLY SPECIES SUMMARY: Our WSI predicts the greatest migration of the season to date in the coming 

week. Mallard migration continues out of northern latitudes in the Mississippi Flyway (e.g., Manitoba, North 

Dakota) and into mid-latitude areas (e.g. Iowa, Illinois), whereas in the Atlantic Flyway, the WSI will not be great 

enough to cause a mallard migration out of Canada or elsewhere. For early migrating ducks, things “heat-up” in 

both the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways. Pintails are predicted to continue to move in abundance southward and 

there should be ample opportunity for “fresh” ducks in the coming week at mid-latitude areas. The Mississippi 

Flyway is predicted to see continued movement of early-season migrant ducks south such as gadwall, wigeon, green-

winged teal, and shoveler out of mid-latitude regions towards more southern latitudes. For the first time this season, 

our WSI also predicts movement of early-migrants out of the Great Lakes region to southern latitudes. The WSI to-

date has been mild in the Atlantic Flyway, but the coming week predicts movement of pintail, gadwall, shoveler, 

wigeon, and green-winged teal out of the latitude of New York. As a reminder, peak abundance of ducks and their 

decline thereafter are often closely-related, as such, during migration hunters may wish to target times when our 

WSI predicts that ducks are transitioning from increasing in abundance (color coded RED), to decreasing 

abundance in your area (color coded BLUE). Our WSI values are an approximation based on 20+ years of data 
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from 20+ location in the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways. As such, we suggest maintaining a log-book while using 

the WSI thresholds to determine when to hunt in your area because we publish average conditions which vary 

greatly geographically.  

WSI COLOR CODES: We report WSI values and color code each day by species and location as little to no 

migration (YELLOW), increasing abundance (RED), and decreasing abundance (BLUE).  WSI models 

and thresholds differ among species, so the values by location will differ among some species.   

MALLARD AND BLACK DUCK (WSI threshold = 5) 

 

PINTAIL (WSI threshold = -4) 

 

GADWALL (WSI threshold = -7) 

 

SHOVELER (WSI threshold = -9) 

 



WIGEON and GREEN-WINGED TEAL (WSI threshold = -10) 

 


