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NEW FEATURE: At the beginning of every month, we will be featuring a COMPARED TO LAST YEAR 
section of our WSI forecast. So, stay tuned to see how this year stacks up against last year.   

 
Coming with the 3 November forecast next week. 

 

OVERVIEW: Colder temperatures than last week slowly move into Ontario and Quebec in Canada, whereas those 

in the upper portions of the Mississippi Flyway remain seasonal. A small amount of snow is forecast for the upper 

mid-west in the coming week. The general pattern predicted across North  for the next week is a continued 

blocking high pressure system, partially created by early Siberian snow cover, that will cause troughing of cold air 

and create normal to slightly below normal temperatures for western North America and ridging eastward with 

normal to above normal temperatures for eastern North America (Fig. 1). There is good indication that this pattern 

will remain through much of October, but may switch in early November to colder temperatures in the Mississippi 

and Atlantic Flyways.  

 

Figure 1. Snow prevails in the west, whereas warm southern airflow continues in the east for the coming week. 

Depicted here is the snow depth forecast for Saturday 2 November 2019. Light blue across Wisconsin and Iowa 

represent 1 – 2 inches of snow depth. 

SPECIES SUMMARY: Our WSI model for mallards predict the first weather-related movement of these birds out 

of Canadian portions of the Mississippi Flyway this week. Further, WSI thresholds for migration are predicted in 

Iowa and Michigan this week for pintail, gadwall, wigeon, green-winged teal, and shoveler. As such, we expect a 

moderate movement of these ducks south in the Mississippi Flyway in the coming week. In the Atlantic Flyway, 

mild conditions give way to falling temperatures on the Ontario/Quebec border and our WSI predicts movement 

of wigeon, green-winged teal, and shoveler southward throughout the coming week from these areas. Pintail and 

gadwall migration are also predicted, but mostly for the upcoming weekend. However, it is not expected that these 



ducks will need to migrate past the lower Great Lakes region/New York/Pennsylvania because temperatures 

moderate quickly as you transition from Canada into the northern tier of the US. 

SPECIES PREDICTIONS: We report WSI values and color code each day by species and location as little to no 

migration (YELLOW), increasing abundance (RED), and decreasing abundance (BLUE).  WSI models 

and thresholds differ among species, so the values by location will differ among some species.   

MALLARD AND BLACK DUCK (WSI threshold = 5) 

 

PINTAIL (WSI threshold = -4) 

 

GADWALL (WSI threshold = -7) 

 

SHOVELER (WSI threshold = -9) 

 

 



WIGEON and GREEN-WINGED TEAL (WSI threshold = -10) 

 


